Extreme Political Rhetoric and Influence on Giffords Shooting
· We have a political culture where people are motivated to commit violence because of overheated rhetoric and easy access to guns.

· Escalating extremist and violent rhetoric in our political discourse contributed to the shooting in Tucson. 
· Examples of extremism targeting Rep. Giffords:

· Sarah Palin targeted Giffords during the 2010 campaign: Sarah Palin posted a controversial map on her Facebook page depicting spots where Democrats, including Giffords, were running for re-election; those Democrats were noted by crosshairs symbols like those seen through the scope of a gun. During campaign season, Palin also famously said “don’t retreat – reload.”

· Giffords 2010 response to Palin: "Sarah Palin has the crosshairs of a gun sight over our district and when people do that, they’ve gotta realize there are consequences to that action."

· Gifford’s opponent in her 2010 reelection campaign, Jesse Kelly, was endorsed by Americans for Legal Immigration (ALIPAC), a group connected to white supremacists and neo-Nazis.
· Kelly’s June 2010 Campaign Event Featured Guns: For $50, Kelly campaign supporters could join the candidate to shoot "fully automatic M16" to "help remove Gabrielle Giffords from office." Link to ad for the event: http://tpmdc.talkingpointsmemo.com/2011/01/flashback-giffords-opponent-had-m16-shooting-event-help-remove-gabrielle-giffords-from-office.php
· Giffords has been targeted in the past for her views: In March 2010, her office was vandalized after vote on health care reform. In August 2009, a protester carried a gun into a constituent event. The gun fell out of its holster and onto the floor. 
· Violent political rhetoric has threatened the lives of elected officials and law enforcement throughout the country. 

· NRA Perpetuated Rhetoric in 2008 Presidential Campaign: The NRA perpetuated the myth that Obama would ban guns if elected, claiming he would be the most anti-gun President in U.S. history, despite numerous statements of support for the Second Amendment by then Senator Obama. 
· Factcheck.org called most NRA claims “false” and debunked them in in-depth analysis in September 2008. 

· Protesters with Guns at Presidential Health Care Reform Rallies: In 2009, protesters with guns (including assault rifles) appeared at multiple health care reform rallies featuring President Obama, including an event in Phoenix, AZ. 
· Shooting of Pittsburgh Police Officers: In 2009, Richard Poplawski shot and killed three Pittsburgh police officers and wounded two other officers.Investigation revealed that shooter believed Obama would ban guns.
· California I-580 Shooting of Police Officers: In July 2010, Byron Williams opened fire on California Highway Patrol officers while driving to San Francisco to open fire at the ACLU and Tides Foundation offices. Two police officers were injured during the incident.
· Shooter was motivated by right-wing figures: Williams told investigators he was “trying to start a revolution” The Tides Foundation focuses on social justice and civic participation. The Foundation, which is relatively obscure, has been frequently attacked by Glenn Beck of Fox News. He frequently tied the Foundation to conspiracies to undermine American capitalism. 
· Violent Rhetoric in Congressional Campaigns: 
· 2010 Nevada Senate Campaign During the 2010 Nevada Senate campaign, Republican candidate Sharron Angle, the Tea Party favorite who ran against Harry Reid, talked about “domestic enemies” in the Congress and said, “I hope we’re not getting to Second Amendment remedies.” 

· Florida Congressional Race: In October 2009, at an event at a shooting range, Robert Lowry, a Republican candidate hoping to unseat Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), fired an assault rifle at a target with the initials “DWS” next to the head.
