Gaps in gun laws and enforcement make it hard to stop killers like Jared Loughner

1. Drug abusers and addicts are prohibited by federal law from having guns, but many of them, like Loughner, fall through the cracks. 

Federal law prohibits anyone who is an "unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled

substance" from having guns. But because the system is broken, Loughner was able to buy a gun despite his drug arrest record and despite being rejected from enlistment in the U.S. Army because of issues related to his history of drug use.

As of December 31, only 2,092 people across the country were listed in NICS as being prohibited from buying a gun because of drug addiction or abuse.  Obviously, there are many thousands more people with drug records who should be prohibited. One of them was Loughner.

In fact, the number of people identified as drug abusers or addicts in the NICS system fell by 63% from 2008 (5,601) to 2010 (2,092).

Clearly, he should've been prohibited. Any police department, if they knew about his drug use and had a chance to weigh in on whether he should be able to buy a gun, likely would have blocked the sale.

2. High-capacity magazines help killers like Loughner shoot many people quickly.

Killers like Loughner, who want to fire into a crowd of innocent people, would want to use a high-capacity magazine so they could fire more rounds without having to reload. That’s why Congress banned these high-capacity magazines between 1994 and 2004 -- but now that law has expired, and Loughner used one in Tucson.

3. Arizona removed all of their concealed carry permitting rules, letting Loughner carry a gun anywhere he wanted. 

In all but 3 states, in order to carry a concealed gun, people need a permit which requires training and usually some law enforcement oversight.  Arizona used to require a permit to carry a concealed weapon, and made mentally ill people ineligible for permits. But the state recently removed that permitting requirement, allowing anyone, even dangerous people like Loughner, to carry a concealed gun almost anywhere they want. 

Only two other states have done so: Alaska and Vermont. Arizona is the only state with high-crime urban areas to allow this type of concealed carry without any permit.

The lack of permitting requirements also makes it much harder for law enforcement to stop people who are carrying illegal guns.

In fact, if police had stopped Loughner five minutes before the shooting, there’s nothing they could have done.

4. Loughner was turned away repeatedly, but not at the gun store. 

Loughner had many problems, but not when we wanted to get a gun. He tried to go back to school after he was suspended, but his college denied him because of the mental health issues. He tried to enlist in the military, but the Army denied him. Then he bought a gun, but this time he wasn't denied. No one said a word.

5. Eight states and the District of Columbia give law enforcement the discretion to deny gun purchases by dangerous people like Loughner.
Unlike Arizona, at least 25 states and Washington, DC give law enforcement the discretion to prevent people from purchasing and/or carrying concealed handguns based on prior arrest records or evidence of drug abuse or mental illness. 

6.  Even if Loughner had been listed in federal database or otherwise blocked from buying a gun from a licensed dealer, he could have purchased from a private seller at a gun show, without having to pass a background check.

The federal law requiring a background check applies only to sales by a licensed dealer.  34 states, including Arizona, allow private parties who are not federally licensed to sell handguns at gun shows without a background check.

