BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON JANUARY 8TH TUCSON SHOOTING, JARED LOUGHNER, AND CONGRESSWOMAN GIFFORDS
Basic Facts of Shooting Updated: Jan 9, 11:00 a.m. EST

· Location / Event

· Shortly after 10:00 AM outside of a Safeway in Tucson, Representative Gabrielle Giffords was holding her first post-election “Congress in your Corner” availability for constituents. Giffords and a crowd of 20 to 30 people were at a table outside the supermarket.

· Shooting and Victims
· Jared Loughner emerged from the supermarket and approached Giffords at the table.

· Loughner shot Giffords once point-blank in the head, then fired what witnesses said were 15 to 20 rounds before running out of ammunition.

· Loughner tried to escape on foot but was tackled by a Giffords staff member and taken into custody.

· At least 18 people were shot.

· Reports indicate six have died, including a nine-year-old girl, U.S. District Court Chief Judge John M. Roll, and a 74-year-old pastor.  
· Additional suspect

· Saturday evening, the Pima County Sheriff’s office said they are actively pursuing a possible accomplice, an unnamed 50-year-old white male. 

Jared Lee Loughner
· Reported drug use and two criminal charges that could have implicated his ability to legally purchase or possess a handgun:

· Legal consequence:  Drug abusers and addicts – including marijuana users -- are prohibited from having guns by federal law

· Reported drug use:  A co-worker said he thought Loughner was using marijuana, and a high school girlfriend described him as a “pot head.” 
· Rejected from Army due to drug use:  Military sources have confirmed that Loughner tried to enlist with the Army but was rejected due to issues related to his history of drug use.
· Drug paraphernalia:  cited by the Pima County Sheriff's Department in October 2007 for possession of drug paraphernalia, which was dismissed when he completed a diversion program the next month.

· Under current federal policy, a person arrested on such a charge would typically not be added to the prohibited person database.

· As of December 31, only 2,092 people across the country were listed in NICS as being prohibited from buying a gun because of drug addiction or abuse – a 63% drop from 2008 when 5,601 were listed.  Clearly, there are many thousands more people with drug records who should be prohibited.

· Other charge unclear:  He also faced a “local charge” in Marana Municipal Court in October 2008, which was also dismissed following the completion of a diversion program in March 2009.  It’s unclear what the “local charge” was. 

· School record and online comments suggest mental health issues and hatred of government, including one about killing a police officer:
· Suspension from school:  Suspended from Pima Community College for erratic behavior and a disturbing YouTube video criticizing the school and questioning its constitutionality. After two police officers delivered a suspension notice, Pima administrators required that Loughner get a mental health evaluation before returning.
· Killing police:  “I don't feel good: I'm ready to kill a police officer! I can say it.” (December 13th MySpace comment)
· Mental  health issues and hatred of government:  Suggests that the government is imposing “mind control and brainwash on the people by controlling grammar” (from Youtube videos attributed to Loughner)
· Nazism:  Hitler’s Mein Kampf is among the books listed in his YouTube profile.
· Despite these issues, Loughner had been able to buy the pistol that was found at the scene:

· Weapon:  A 9mm Glock 19 semi-automatic handgun was recovered.
· Purchase:  He bought it on Nov. 30, 2010 at Sportman's Warehouse in Tucson after passing a background check in the federal NICS database.
· Magazine:  Loughner used a high-capacity 33 round magazine:
· This is the largest magazine available for the Glock 19.
· From 1994 to 2004, federal law banned magazines that could hold more than 10 rounds.  That law has now expired.

· Some states still have similar laws, but Arizona does not.
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords
· Personal Information:

· Married to US Navy Captain and NASA Astronaut Mark Kelly

· First elected in 2006 to fill seat of retiring moderate Republican Rep. Jim Kolbe.

· First Jewish member of Congress from Arizona.

· Blue Dog Democrat. 

· Giffords is a gun owner. 
· Giffords has advocated for resources to combat gun trafficking and violence along the U.S.-Mexico border:

· Cosponsored Border Violence Prevention Action of 2009 (HR1867): Giffords was one of eight cosponsors of  legislation to help prevent Mexican drug cartel violence from spilling over into the U.S. by providing more boots on the ground, new equipment and technology for the Department of Homeland Security.

· She was the chief proponent of Emergency Border Security Supplemental Appropriation Bill signed into law in 2010.  The bill provides $600 million to DHS and DOJ to combat drug and gun trafficking and $39.5 million for ATF's Operation Gunrunner.

· In March 2009, as a member of the Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, Giffords announced that she would be introducing a resolution reiterating Mexico’s importance as a strategic partner and supporting Mexico’s action to address cartel—related violence. 

· Gun Issues in 2010 Reelection Campaign:

· NRA and GOA ratings:  Received D+ rating from NRA in 2008 and a D rating from Gun Owners of America in 2010.

· NRA PAC Supported Her Opponents: The NRA’s PAC gave campaign contributions to Giffords’ opponents in 2006, 2008, and 2010.
· 2010 reelection campaign: Her opponent, Jesse Kelly, was endorsed by Americans for Legal Immigration (ALIPAC), a group connected to white supremacists and neo-Nazis.
· Opponent’s June 2010 Campaign Event Featured Guns: For $50, Kelly campaign supporters could join the candidate to shoot “fully automatic M16” to “help remove Gabrielle Giffords from office.”
· Sarah Palin targeted Giffords during 2010 campaign: Sarah Palin posted a controversial map on her Facebook page depicting spots where Democrats, including Giffords, were running for re-election; those Democrats were noted by crosshairs symbols like those seen through the scope of a gun. (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/03/24/sarah-palins-pac-puts-gun_n_511433.html)
· Giffords 2010 response to Palin: “Sarah Palin has the crosshairs of a gun sight over our district and when people do that, they’ve gotta realize there are consequences to that action.”
· Giffords has been targeted in the past for her issue positions: 

· Office vandalized: Her district office was vandalized a few hours after the March 2010 vote on Health Care reform.
· Protester with a gun at Giffords campaign event: During a public constituent event in August 2009, a protester with “Don't Tread On Me” banner was carrying a gun in a holster when it fell out onto the floor. Police escorted him out of the event.
